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7th Century ... Dythrambs or hymns were sung
and danced in honor of Dionysus
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Theatre of Dionysus

The Theatre of Dionysus was purified by the
sacrifice of a bull. According to tradition, the
first performance of tragedy at the Dionysia
was by the playwright and actor Thespis
(from whom we take the word "thespian'’) in
the 6th Century (534 BC). His award was
reportedly a goat, a common symbol for
Dionysus, and this "prize"’ possibly suggests
the origin of the word "tragedy" (which
means ''goat-song").
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Aeschylus

Introduced concept of second actor
Expanded possibilities for plot
Oresteia
Agamemnon
The Libartion Bearers
The Eumenides
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Innovation of the third actor
Most famous for Oedipus Rex & Antigone

Euripides
Far more naturalistic or human approach in
his works
Showed interest in psychology through

portraits of women
Most famous for Medea & Bacchae
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Was considered a writer of “old” comedy.
Addressed serious political and social issues in direct ways, including
mocking members of the audience.
Wrote Lysistrata, in which the women withheld sex in order to stop
men from going to war.

Menandar
Wrote “new” comedy in 4th century.
Focused on humar found in the daily life of
Athenians [primarily because freedom of
speech was reduced|
Introduced stock characters.
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They were selected from the

community and trained for
approximately six months to a year in
movement, speaking, singing, and
playing instruments.

Greek Chorus
(Continued)

Twe Main Functions:

1. Provided background information and
commented on events through the choral odes.

2.They played occasional roles during scenes.
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ACTORS

Three was the maximum number of
actors.

All actors were male.

Actors were paid professionals who
were known for their great vocal skills
and stylistic movement.
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d be carved out of wood

2gaphone-like piece that would
amplify the voice.

Costumes/Masks

Costurmes included chitons (both long
and short tunics) and cloaks called
hirnations. To add height, a thick-soled,
soft shoe called a cothuirnis was worr.
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Costumes/Masks

Costumes included chitons (both long
and short tunics) and cloaks called ~
himations. To add height, a thick-soled,

soft shoe called a cothurnis was worn.
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The three acting lguels, showing the mechane and ekkyklema
\
‘ .

Mechane
ifts figures
above stage level

Three acting levels:
1 roofof skene, 2 stage 3 orchestra



Greek Week!

Design your toga to represent YOU as an artist!

Color your toga with a color that describes YOU!
Have at least 4 things that showcases YOU!

Include interests, hobby's, fears, loves, dreams, wishes,
talents, etc...




Structune and Technical
Aspects ol Greek Theatres

City Dionysia/
Great Dionysia
Hamomed ther Caosk Coxd Doy by haldega

corteat of raple e comede pley

Chrieg o FI ey BE P il the:
Perval e st sk e
tudu e e Ty whal s st ach
iy

A1 e 3 1 o e e s g ey,
areicic of Spiapwighi reweridhansi sl
g ared sl =

City Dionysia/
Great Dionysia

havures e Grees G Doy bl
conritoh g aeul ot et o

Dt the Wt cestary B fve-clapt o e
sl wes mtanida Vo pedmnce thoagh
achisinm thuagree pusctly hit uce pamsrind
-

At b 3 fll s v e 12 g i,
ard sachof the s gyt proscte e
iy oraet of 3 Liagechen s bty
o e S s




